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Toussaint acquired from his godfather some acquaintance with
the French, and, aided by the services of the Catholic Church,
made a few steps in the knowledge of the Latin. With a love
of country which ancestral recollections and domestic intimacies
cherished, he took pleasure in reverting to the traditional his-
tories of the. land of his sires. From these Pierre Baptiste
labored to direct bis young mind and heart to loftier and purer
examples, consecrated in the records of the Christian church.

This course of instruction was of greater value than any skill
in the outward processes which are too commonly identified
with education. The young negro, however, seems to have
made some progress in the arts of reading, writing, and draw-
ing. A scholar, in the higher sense of the term, he never
became; and, at an advanced period of life, when his knowl-
edge was great and various, he regarded the instruction which
he received in boyhood as very inconsiderable. Undoubtedly,
in the pure and noble inspirations of-his moral nature, Tous-
saint had instructors far more rich in knowledge and impulse
than any pedagogue could have been. Yet in his youth were
the foundations laid in external learning of value to the man,
the general, and the legislator. It is true, that in the composi-
tion of his letters and addresses, he enjoyed the assistance of a
cultivated secretary. Nevertheless, if the form was anothei''s,
the thought was his own; nor would he allow a document to
pass from his hands, until, by repeated perusals, and numerous
corrections, he had brought the general tenor, and each partic-
ular expression, into conformity with his own thoughts and his
own purpose. Nor is there required anything more than an
attentive reading of his extant compositions, to be assured of
the superior mental powers with which he was endowed.

In his mature years, and in the days of his great conflict,
Toussaint possessed an iron frame and a stout arm. Capable of
almost any amount of labor and endurance, he was terrible in
battle, and rarely struck without deadly effect. Yet in his
childhood he was weak and infirm to such a degree, that for a
long time hia parents doubted of being able to preserve his ex-
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